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the financial participation and political cooperation of the
French and the British in the building of the Bagdad Rail-
way. After Delcasse's fall there was talk of a deal with
M. Rouvier, by which Germany's Moroccan claims should
be abandoned in exchange for French support to the Bagdad
Railway* But the talk caine to nothing.7 In the summer
of 1906 some members of the new Liberal Government in
England, including Grey and Haldane, were believed to
desire a Bagdad settlement with Germany. But Sir Edward
Grey, in the spirit of the Entente with France, insisted that
if England participated, France also must participate.8
The English Press also demanded that, either the whole
Bagdad Railway ought to be internationalized, or, if Ger-
many controlled the railway as far as Bagdad, then Eng-
land ought to control the section from Bagdad down to the
Persian Gulf.9 But no practical arrangement could be
found for satisfying these English demands. Similarly, long
German negotiations with Izvolski, contemplating German
abstention from activity in Persia if Russia would withdraw
her opposition to the Bagdad Railway, reached no definite
conclusion,10
Three months after the signature of the Anglo-Russian
Convention of 1907 the Kaiser visited Windsor and was
cordially received. He took advantage of the occasion to
reopen the Bagdad Railway discussion with Lord Haldane
and Sir Edward Grey. He found that the former, as Min-
ister of War, was anxious that the British should control
the section from Bagdad to the Persian Gulf, as a "gate,"
toprotect India from the possibility of troops coming down
the new railway. The Kaiser at once declared, "I will give
you the gate," and telegraphed to Billow to this effect.11
A lively exchange of views followed for a few hours in
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